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reached on October i2th. Progress was slow because the loads
weighed half a ton; almost from the beginning relaying was neces-
sary. It was also necessary, in order to make the Magnetic Pole
in the time available, to lighten the load on the sledges. Thus
the second great effort of this expedition began, like the first, by
cutting down food.
This was distinctly a scientific journey and interesting dis-
coveries were made every day. The coast had not been traversed
before; it had only been charted from ships. Mawson now made
a careful triangulation of the whole coastline, while some interesting
topographical, geological and mineralogical discoveries were also
made; glaciological and other data were collected.
Cape Bernacchi was reached on October lyth, 1908, and South
Victoria Land taken possession of, according to the old custom,
for the British Crown. On October 2oth terraced moraines were
discovered in the strait between Dunlop Island and the mainland.
Granite Harbour was reached on the 26th and the rocks were found
to be of coarse red granite, intersected by black intrusive dykes.
A perfect elysium for the mineralogist was discovered on the 30th
and named Depot Island. Here a fireplace was built of magnificent
hornblende rocks. The food problem had been exercising the
minds of the explorers for some days, and when an effective
blubber stove had been fashioned out of a biscuit tin the seals
were called upon to pay their share towards the progress of
the expedition. A depot was left on the island and letters were
enclosed.
On November 5th, as they continued their progress northward^
very interesting coastal panoramas came into view, with magnifi-
cent mountains, separated from the sea by piedmont ice. The
Nordenskjold Ice Tongue, 100 feet high, was crossed on November
izth and i3tL It protruded 20 miles into the Ross Sea from
Charcot Bay and now seems to be inert. Dr. Mawson took
sights for his triangulation of the coast from the highest point
of the tongue, seeing Mounts Erebus, Lister and Melbourne at
the same time. To the north of the tongue the rocky coastline
was most impressive, for the tabular mountains were deeply
intersected by vast glaciers and glacier-cut valleys. On Novem-
ber 2oth an interesting cliff face was seen near Cape Irizar,
100 feet of granite being capped by 70 feet of blue ice. There
were over fifty seals in a stretch of about 300 yards near this
cape.*